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St. Paul says: "Therefore |, a prisoner for serving the Lord, beg you fo lead a life worthy
of your calling, for you have been called by God. 2 Always be humble and gentle. Be
patient with each other, making allowance for each other’s faults because of your love.
3 Make every effort to keep yourselves united in the Spirit, binding yourselves together
with peace. (Eph 4:1-3, NLT)

There for a while the US Army had a recruiting slogan touting the idea of being an “army
of one.” Remember that? It didn't seem to last very long and | had forgotten it until watch-
ing a television repeat the other night. Join the army and be an "army of one." | remem-
ber thinking at the time that this slogan seemed fo be contrary to what the army—and
military service in general—was supposed to be all about. Supposedly, “one” was an
acronym standing for Officers-NCOs-Enlisted, but | think that subtlety was lost on most
people. This probably explains why the slogan didn't stay around for long. In the end, the
goal of most armies remains fo have an army functioning as one—not an army made up
of "ones” (autonomous individuals each daing their own thing).

Then | began to ponder the idea of the autonomous individual each doing their own
thing—because that's what everyone seems to be about these days. In the political
sphere we are routinely witness to this as we see people protesting that their tax dollars
are going to support abortion, or that their tax dollars are being used to support an un-
popular war. While these two examples may hail from opposite ends of the political
spectrum, the one thing they have in common is that each wants to be...an ‘army of one;’
each person is essentially saying that their disagreement with our government's action or
policy is enough in their mind to justify withholding of tax dollars—if it were only possible.
At the national level it's probably a good thing it's not possible, as sooner or later each
citizen would likely come up with a reason to conscientiously object to this or that govern-
ment policy, and we'd ALL withhold our support; making us a nation of armies of one.

Interestingly enough, currents in the civil arena often have spill-over on the religious side.
Consider, for example, our own denomination. In 1847 twelve pastors representing 15
German Lutheran congregations met in Chicago and founded the German Evangelical
Lutheran Synod of Missouri, Ohio and Other States. Later, the title was changed to The
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. Initially, the purpose of forming the synod was to “walk
together;” to pool resources for the purpose of doing things collectively that no one con-
gregation could do alone—like support seminaries, publishing houses, and missions. In
our history there has never been total agreement on anything, except our desire to “walk
together.”

That s, until individual congregations began using their support dollars as a way of pro-
festing the leadership, policies, or direction of the synod. You see, what individual tax-
payers can't do in relation fo the country is no problem for individual congregations to do

in relation to the synod. Congregations throughout the Missouri Synod have chosen to
{cont'd on Page 2)







